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"2 Cor. Chap. 5. Vero. 


MN ow then we are Embaſſadors, for 
p12 IST, asthough GOD did 
ſreo) you by us , Ie pray you in 
R | S Ts ſtead, be ye reconci- 

ke Ki GOD. by 


KHE matter of the Context 
which Saint Paul infers theſe 
words upon, is of ſuch Tran- 
{cendent Nature and Momen- 
rous Conſequence,that it may / | 
well beſpeak your attention (| 
with that Angels awakening Proface on the like 
ſubject : Fear not, for behold, Ibring you good tidings 
o great joy, which ſhall be to all people Tis ſuch a 

ange and raviſhing piece of News, as Corinth, 
the Eye of all Greece, could not ſee, call our Apo- 
ſtle — the diſcovery : As the icching Ears at | 
Athens had never heard before He told it them if 
too, from the UNKNOWN GOD, nor could _— 
it enter intothe beart of Jew or Gentile, Man or 
A 3 Angel, 
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Angel, to conceive, till the Eternal WORD came 
down from Heaven on purpoſe to reveal 
it. 'Tis that ſtupendous Myſtery bid from Ages , 
that moſt Magnificent, and moſt Kingly work 
of God (as Clemens calls it)the Myſtery of Man's 
Redemption, to wit, T hat God was m Chriſt, reconci- 
ling the World to himſelf , not jmputing their treſpaſſes, 
making him to be ſin for us, that knew no ſin , that we 
might be made the Righteou neſs of God in him. Re- 
joyce then, and be of good chear, 0 ſons of men, for 
your ſins are forgiven, Divine Juſtice 15 ſatisfied, 
the Debt paid, the Bond cancell'd , the Priſon- 
doors ſet ope, and an ACct.of General Pardon 
paſs'd in the Court of Heaven, and ſeal'd on 
Earth with the Blood of God Himſelf, ro make 
it more unchangeable than any Decree of the 
Medes and Perſians. The caſe is ſo well alter'd 
with the Bankrup: , Qut-law'd Seed-of Adam, 
that nothing hinders now , but all men may be 
ſaved and made for ever , if they ſtand not in 
their own light: All degrees amongſt then, from 
the Judg of Areopagus, to the Jailor at Philippt , 
front the Lord Treaſurer of Ethiopia,to the Beggar 
at the Temple-gate ; from the Eleft Lady,to the 
Widow Dorcas; from the Houſhold of Ceſar, to 
that of Stephanas ; from the King himſelfrharfars 
upon the Throne , to him that grinderh at the 

Mill, 
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MH, all have an undoubted Right and Title to 
God the Father's Mercy, if they will bur kiſs and 
reverence the Son ; there's nothing wanting bur 
cheir own conſent ro make them all Heirs of Gud, 
Tomnt-heirs with C => to everlaſting Glory. Con- 
fent 2 Why,will there be any demur upon char? 
'Tis not to part with, but cake poſſeſſion of an In. 
heritance purchas'd for them:Not to merit or buy, 
but only to accept and wear an Immoerrtal Crown. 
All's a caſe ; Manis a wiltul, wiſe, and ſtately 
Creature,that muſt be wooed and courted to his 
own Felicity : And our gracious Lord (blefled 
be his Name) hath made due Proviſion for that 
alſo; for when he aſcended up on high to-his former 

glory, he left not us tro the wide World, nor Him- 

ſelf without a witneſs in doing #s good : For he 
founded a certain Orderof men on purpole to 
be his Delegates and Yicars, to preach the Goſpel of 

Peace every where,and Remiſfion of fins m his Nam e, 
[aying, as rhy Father fent me, fo ſend I you, and lo 1 
am With you, and your Succeſtors, to the Worlds end : 
To them he committed his Word of Reconcihia- 
tion, obliging them by all that is Sacred, to leave 
no ſtone unturn'd, butuſe all laudable means to 

rfwade and intreat men (as in his own per- 
fon) to come in upon Proclamation , that they 


may have life. Now then We are Embaſſadors, &c. 


In 
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In the words I ſhall conſider : 1. The Cha- 
racter of the Evangelical Miniſtry ; which is, 
1. General , Embaſſadors ; and, then more 
ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing , Embaſladors for 
Chriſt.. 2. The lubje-matter , ſum and pur- 
port of their Embaſſy , be ye reconciled to God. 
3. Their manner of Addreſs , in- delivering this 
Embaſſy , as though: God did beſeech you by us, we 
pray you in Chriſt's ſtead. I begin with the farſt : 
and, 1. With their general Charatter , We are 
Embaſſadors. 

An Embaſſador is properly one that repre- 
ſents his KING in a Forem Country , as a 
Deputy or Lieutenant doth in his own Domini- 
ons ; Whoſe buſineſs is ix mailea. (as the old 
Greeks call it) to manage his Maſters Afﬀairs, 
Power and Polity abroad ; to treat with other 
great Kings and Emperors upon the moſt weigh- 
ty matters: Whereby (I ſuppole) he is diſtin- 
guiſh'd from Nuncio's, Agents,and other modern _ 
names of ſuch asare = ſent to petty Princes, 
like thoſe of Italy and Germany ; or if to Sove- 
reigns, upon State-Ceremony, or Meſlages of leſſer 
moment. = 

By this high Metaphor , the Apoſtle here 
calls the Evangelical Mmiſtry ; and that (as I con- 
ceive) for ſome or other of the enſuing Reaſons. 
1. An 


(9) 
1, An, Embaſſagor is | 'dro bea-manoft 
Integrity , faithful ro his In 10ns, and/trae 0; 
his unporrant Truſt. No: Gifts or Penhions 
can tempt his impregnable Fideliry ro a fur- 
render : He's not to be practis'd upon; or won. 
ro baſe Compliances with,a Foreign Crown ; as 
knowing, that if he be taken tatdy ,, or make 
excurlions beyond his Line , 16, by his fraud or 

falſeneſs , he lole the leaſt hair of bis -Maſters 

Honour , ir may chance to coſt him. his own 
head. Much more is itxequir'd of thera in the 
Text, as Stewards of the. Myſteries of God , that 
; be. found faithful. unto' the. .dearh. ' The 
alſe Propher ſaid bur trke in,that ; though Balae: 
would give mie. bis houſe. full of Gold and Suver., 1 
cannot go beyond the Commundment of , the Lord. 
They daxe pas Gay'y\ Peace peace ," whenthere 4s, 


x0 peace., nor flater ahy-man living in (bis ps; 
co gainyaf « Kingdom. Wherl they adhlteli-c0 
one. of the Potentates (lays Epibtetus) they 16- 


member, chere is) Another ahoye ,; chat ſee and 
. hears all char paſies; andjof cheirwo,, they are. 
moſt obliged to pleale or fear Fm, , Hig Jurly. 
Yeomen of the Guard.could nor force the.Loce- 
demonian Legates to tall down and worſhip the 
mighty 'Perſran Monargh,} becanle againſtthe ex- 
preſs: Law of, Lyawgie2 bans whence: Org 
| nrcrs 


(106 ) 
infers, much leſs ſhould Mer or. Devils 1 {fright 
chem! thats are et&ag'd! in this more - Divine 
Embaſſy \* to Ap ay-their Maſters honor to 
the King of Perſia, Grette,” or any other, 'as be- 
1ng'Comrary! Cds whos Tenour of his Ever: 
lattipg:Gol pe Wherefote lerall fach as Judas: 
| like, |betray their Maſter for a few ſhekels of 
Silver ; or teachthe Traditions of Men, 'and'Do- 
Hrines of Divils "forthe Word of God, be(as 
3t/Paul ſaith) hathemis Martatha ; tha is, Kind 
cotdernme@cil there Lord come. 9; 


2:1, Ant "Embaſſ dels prefientebts: betnevr 
more than\commor Pride,  Suyadty | thd, 
Jement, thacundetfiants NS 'Prra 8 chrongh! 
ly. nandfach Imperial Laws as" contettt the Pleas 


Ter 


of his\Maſters 'Otawn: Plitar t5-to60 | 
a otular 2when'HE's\ for ſeridin# them” 
236d Wl deftrv#!it/) thiat'(6' they 
Ty Lo Fd"-#t: For'it Ap 
| idfter. ftir n Gowns and Kin 
: dos atſttke'?:* y had thore' need Be 
je #hd Brains, that can dif- 
knrmonr and Guiſe 
Jr ters nay et 'Exn foar aloft, and treat 
the Nalian in;8 Cittit'of ipous words (be- 
foro Acy- ſtoop r6-the Pohit';Y andbe'as blunt 


with 


ay p 
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with the Switzers, that hate all Language : Thar 
underſtandthe great Art of Timing: thurgs well, 
there: being {( lays Solomon *) a proper feaſon for 
every purpoſe under Heaven. Iam fie, our Lord 
Cc Embaſladors : ( ſaving their Inno- 
cence)'to be wiſe as Serpents,' as oHg tor:deal 
with that Polivick 0/4) Serpent, add :counter- 
mine _the depths:of Satan... On this account 
Saint Paut became. all things to all men , char he 
might by all means fave ſome. For one Remgdy wrill 
notlerve tor every 'nor'are all Traths 
propertobe fpoken at times. | Our Saviour 
did tiot challenge the Jews tor {dolatry.or ary, 

_ bucfor: piritua} Pride, fjeand: 
(where the thooe pinch'd :)::Buvthen tus fapo- 
ttles' raynmg rothe Gontiled ;-f6bl foal upoh::dh- 
-perſtition ard Kdolatry. (their common! Diftern- 
yay Geng they 660mm. | 
wary in declaiming againſt ſins quice-out. _ 
faſhion, or confuting old obſolete Hereſies (which 
were much like Warn a mign that was.dead 


'befdre;;)-or treating lieswithoifie 
Canelcodelitien bay: ſeryetd von- 
wert the Great Turk. * - ſhould {nearer 
 profefled Chriſtians (@ vet (6 Carnal) as 
"Origen, Faſtin'Maytyr, of Fane 
JF (91 thens 
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thens ,: nor lay out all their pains and oyLabour 
thefirſt Elements, though it be to demonl{trate 
our Religzon ro be the a all others, and-moſt 
perfeFive of Humane Nature : For Principles are 
not to be made cheap , and every day broughr 
uponthe Stage; ſpecially where chey were ne- 
ver denied. What: though, one] man; commit 
Murther, another Adultery , 2 third Treaſon , a 
-fourth Blaſphemy ; mult, Igo-prove in all haſte, 
and upon. every, turn ,., that, there 1s a God? 
They all. know that as well as 1, unleſs they 
willin their Hufts'demy their own Bemg , and 
bely their own Conſaences; by Arguments too 
far ferch'd , or proving toa much ,, we provege- 
thatg at all, or that. which no»man queſtions. 
a EY — us, 7m jr re- _ 
-gard ro time, place, and perſons, tobbend our ut- 
preferit and moſt -firedominant Exrors, whether ;in 
:Faithor Morals, | HOFERR TIT >) [31 


3. An as ha have competent 
Floquence , a Tague' well bung  ( we lay), for 
C—_— $:1s tO ſpeak, and-he is 
Rid tor have his Audience as an Orator. He 
15 to. efte& that which equity perſwades , or 
aecellcy xequixes ;.. by | of, Argument , to 


prevent 
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pcs the force of-Arms', - and chat js not to 
done by a. mere noiſe and flood of words, 
without one drop of ſenſe ; bur he muſt be 
able co ſpeak powertully , ro move, charm, 
lead -mens/ hearts in triumph , and conquer 
minds with the pleaſing Arms of Eloqueace. 
Amtipater r 0c delir'd the Athenians to ſend 
their Orator no more to Him , becauſe by his 
prodigious Art of ſpeaking (were the caule right 
or wrong) he battled and topp'd all offers made 
ſthim. Now that St. Paul alludes here 
profeſledl to this property, I appeal to the ve- 
ry ſtile of the Texz: On there bhi difference 
berween Chriſt =—_ and all others, tha 
they rely. _— _—_ anna own Atrength. of parts 
and Oratory, nor take up with the common Ar- 
tifices, and enticing words of mans wiſdom; but 
their chief Rhetorick and height of Eloquence lies 
iache = of the Spirit, Power and Wi/- 
dom of. God. 


4 Laſtly, An Embaſſadar yet lacks one thing 
more before he goes ;'-that is, a Commiſſion , to 
make his Adts Autbencick,, which were ocher- 
wile null and void, and himſelf a great Cheat. 
Demoſthenes hath left a ing Brand "of Infamy 

upon 4/chines , for going iſ] ador to Phi 
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on his own head : But whether we ſhould 
take the Orator for a faithful ——_ in the 
cale, may be perhaps a queſtion. 
ory an Act were crmen leſe Mojeſtas in all 


_—; nay, Treaſon in a very high degree, it 
being a greater affront to Sovereignty, to coun- 


rerteira King's Perſon, than-e his) 


Coin, Hand, or Seal. 'T hus St.Pau/demands per- 
emprorily, How ſhall they preach , an 
be ſent ? art is, they are ue Apoſtes , 
co God's everlaſting (rown and Doguity aide 

reſume it. Be a man never o gikred 
_ able, never ſuch a Son of Thunder , never 
lo Eloquent and Mighty in the Scripturer ; yerxoich- 
out due Authority, he hath no part or 1ot-i this 
matter : For noman taketh this honow to himſelf but 
he that is called of God, _— 5. Now 
as the poſtles were'in- quality of Embaſſadors- ex. 
prin 3. commiſſiondd- ne wm 59" 
himſelf, od endued with IK 8 ry gifts of 
Spirit , neceſſary for the fir nting of SD 
C briſtian Faith : So their oy Succellots-are 
Liegers;\and in/ordinary, called alſo of God; buvby 
rhe Mediztion 'of thoſe' Mer; o>/wwhom/zhe 
Apoſtles derived their Miſſion oo Unttion they 
received from-Chriſt. 

Thes we ſein har ſenſe they are- Hmuby/- 
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ſadors'; -and pardon me, it 1 hence mfer., that 
they ought tobe received as ſuch, and accoun- 
ted worthy of ſingle hanour and reſpect (ar leaſt) 
for their very Work and Office ſake. 
To aſſert the Dignity of this. Holy Calling 
amongſt Chriſtians, was once indeed ſuperfluous, 
when men were ready to adore and. /acrifice to 
them as \ Gods, and pluck out their own eyes for 
them: Bur is perhaps as neceſſary now, when the 
World” is runiinto-the_ other extreme , and (o 
far from communicating/ to them all good things , 
(Gal. 6.) thatthey. will hardly give them one 
good word :' When the dpoare Emperers {coft 
1s {0 voften/laid in their duth , \'That Chryt and 
his Apoſies\:doſpiſed the Wealth and Hanours 
of 'this\World : Though tho arguing is molt 
inconſequent ; from their times ot Pexſecytion, | 
to\ours'ofiPeate ; from. Heathen: Empires ,. to 
Chy/Him Monarchies, »(Belides y/ th they, rake 
the Contexr along with chem, they will find, 
that. itn! thoſe days | Lay-Chriſttans had as lictle 
1 or- as'the' Clergy: ; 1alb they (bad 
{ nee\ ſo much).yvas-frecly lazd dojey at 
rho(e pom 5 feet; lor the .publick ſervice 
of the Church. fowere 
As for thoſe little mighty Wits, and goodly 
Maſters of Reafor, ercadenengSec 


on7nes 
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Tongues and- Pens to expoſe them. to: contempt 
ike utterly armor aim, for ivioghe 
credit of our Religion and its Miniſters, that 
Nero ſpake, Celjus wrote, and Julian acted 
againſt chem. T hey are not moyed at Cel/u6 his 
prodigious Calumny, that they conjuredand dealt 
with familiar Spirits; when (God knows) they 
only caſt them outin the Name of FESUS. 
They rejoyce to luffer ſhame , - and be Nick- 
named Fops, Formaliſts, and Thinking-Fools, by 
men of the ſame ſpirit with chem that ſaid the 
Son of God himſelf had. a Devil.. Bur yer 
chele Hero's might remember in. their\cold- 

blood , and ſober . intervals (if they, have any) 
| that as it is againſt the Law.of Nations to caſt 
dirt upon , and offer indignities to an- Embaſſa- 
dor , 10 the affront aims chiefly at his Prince ; 
and ſuch as. deſpiſe them ,: deſþiſe hun-that. ſent 
them , who will in-due time-redeem his\own 
Honour , and pay them that they have deſerved: 
Mean while we'l be reveng'd of them too, but 
a Churches Prayer. (and. God ſpeed-ic 
well-!) chat it may pleaſe by to! for gyve owr Fne- 
mies, Perſecutors; and Slanderers, | and to twn their | 
bearts. But, LACED S 

OY} 1 ry VIC SR $131 vJons 101 2/ 

' 2../ You neednottear the Sons of Levi,ſhould 
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take roo much upon them in this high Title, if you 
conſider their more ſpecial Charaer , as the 
are Embaſladors for Chriſt. A King indeed, 
but one whoſe Kingdom was not of ths World : 
Who never uſed more ſecular Porp in all his 
life, but once riding into Jeruſalem upon an 
Aſſes Colt. A King indeed , but his Courtiers 

oor Fiſhermen and Publicans : his Scepter a 
Reed , his Crown made of Thorns , .and his 
Throne an ignominious Croſs : And his Diſci- 
ples are not greater than their Lord , they pretend 
not to diſpoſe of Crowns and Kingdoms, (let him 
at Rome anſwer for that, who ſays, we know 
by what Right, and Precedent , All theſe will 7 
give thee :) "They claim no Secular Honours or 
Priviledges, but what they owe to the pious 
Bounty of Chriſtian Princes, who are graciouſly 
pleas'd to treat them as Prophets ; and ſhall 
therefore receive a Prophets reward : Their 
power (lays a Learned man) is armed only with a 
ſpiritual Sword (the wounds whereof are little felt or 
dreaded in this world ) ſupported moſtly Waldyga mean * 
temporal Fortune ; yet it has ſtood hitherto azainſt all 
Oppoſition, and ſhall ſtand for ever. 

Burt whether they meet with Friends or Foes, 
Love or Hatred, Frowns or Favours here, they 
are ſure of. a Reward more glorious hereafter, 

| C ;t 
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if they can but give their Maſter (who is fince 
declared King of Kmgs) a good account of their 
great Errand and Buſineſs = on Earth. Which 
leads me to the ſecond thing conſiderable, The 
Jubje-matter , ſum and purport of their Embaſſy, 
in thoſe words, Be ye reconciled unto God. 
Reconciliation 1mports a returning into Favour 
and Friendſhip, after a former Enmity or Fallmg 
out between Parties. Now though man be the 
lole Parry offending , that made cs breach by 


(in, his own voluntary aft, yet God hath been 
graciouſly reconciled to Him ever {ince the hour 
of ( brifts Death, which he accepted as a full 
and perfe&t ſatisfattion for the fins of the whole 


World : All the difficulty is (which ſo many Em- 
baſſadors axe daily ſent about) to prevail with 
man to be reconciled to God. Reconciled ? Sure- 
ly that muſt be an hard ſaying , clogg'd with 
lome impoſſible Condition , that makes men 
ſtart ſo at, fly from , and not endure to hear 
on't. Yes, itis fo, for it requires them to do 
---What thall 1 fay ? co do juſt nothing, in com- 
pariſon ; rather to be paſſive (as the Verb 
xs77.& le here is ) and not hinder God from 
making them happy. Yes; it requires them to 
renounce their own Merits (and that's a _ 
ry piece of Self-denial for wretched finners that 


nevcr 
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never had any) and then cry Peccayi , before 
they can obtain Mercy : Itlays that grievoxs bur- 
then upon them, to be Friends with God, or ra- 
ther to ſuffer God to be lo far Lord of their Wills, 
as to advance them (like the great Abraham) to 
be his boſom Friends and Favourites. In a word, 
and not to mince the matter , there being no 
name under Heaven, whereby we can be- ſaved , but 
the Name of JESUS, it requires us all to believe 
ſedfaſtly in , and depend wholly upon Him, 
both for pardon of our fins, and power againſt 
them. 1. For Pardon, we mult (ue that out m 
and through his Death ; for without his precious 
Blood-ſhed, there is no remiſſion of ſins , _ with- 
out our acceptance , none for us however. 
Though there be Baln in Gilead, and a Phyſici- 
an there, yet if men will nor uſe them, no won- 
der if they periſh , and their blood be upon their 
own heads: They may think never fo well of 
their own Works and Ways, but when all is 
done, they mult take Sanctuary in that new and 
living way , Which he comſecrated for us through the 
veil, that is, his Fleſh, Heb. 10. or they're un- 
done for ever. For as we are not of kin to 
(Chriſt, bur only by the Mothers fide, as 
he 1s fleſh of our fleſh, and bone of our bone, and 
God the Father doth forgive no mans ſins, 

C 2 but 
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but for Chriſt's Merits, offer'd in our Nature up- 
on the Croſs : And fo doth he convey this and all 
other Ble{ſings tous , only through his Son, as 
our Mediator ;. that ts, through his Humanity, as 
the only Band by which we are united and re- 
conciled ro the Divine Nature. Wherefore, 2. We 
mult depend upon him allo for Grace and Power 
againſt ſin , by virtue of his Reſurreion and 
Life, to purifie our Farts and Conſciences, and 


- keep that Tyrant Sin from reigning (at leaſt) m 


our mortal Bodies. Never did the moſt Gra. 
ciows Prince pardon Rebels ,* but upon that one 
Condition, That they wouldturn Loyal Sub- 


jefts : Therefore (lays Saint Paul) it any man 


be in Chriſt, heis a new Creature; he has a new 
heart, new defires, new principles, new life, all 
things new : He's not the ſame man, he's quite 
chang'd , like the Prodigal Son , come to himſelf, 
toa jar of his former follies, and preſent wants ; 
or like the man among the Tombs , who when the 
Devils were gone out of him , fare dutifully at 
Jeſus feet , clothed , and in hu right mind, This 
is indeed the hardeſt Chapter in all our Word of 
Reconciliation ; but yet he that runs may read it, 
if (with holy David) he takes the right courſe, 
Commit thy way unto the Lord , and put thy truſt iu 
bim, and he ſhall bring it to paſs : For is there any 

thing 
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thing impoſſible wich. God > The heart of all 
men, even of Kings (lays Solomon) # in the hand 
of the Lord, as Rivers of water, he turneth it whi- 
therſoever be pleaſeth. What though Nature of 
ic {:]f be weak and impotent, fo long as it is 
now endued with power from on high * Indeed our 
Saviour tells us plainly (ro ſhew us our own 
inſufficiency) without Me ye can do nothing : Bur 
Saint Paul as truly anſwers for himſelf, and 
us. allo., I can do all things through (Chriſt that 
ſtrengthens me. And when we read that ſuch 
Vertue went out of Chriſt (whilſt in the form of a 
Servant) that it cur'd the Woman of her Bloody 
Iſſue, upon bur touching the Hem of his Gar- 
ment, why ſhould it ſeem incredible that his 
glorified Humane Nature (now he is Lord of 
all) ſhould diſtil his vertual Preſence and Lite 
upon our Souls, to heal our infirmities ? that 
he ſhould impart his own Graces to us, and de- 
rive certain meaſures. of the ſame holy Spirit up- 
on us, which himlelt 4s man, had without mea- 

ue ; becauſe in him the fulneſs of the God- 
head dwelt bodily * Why ſhould it be thought 
ſtrange ; that this holy Spirit that united God 
and Man in one Perſon , ſhould as really 
unite us to our own Nature in Chriſt , the 
Body to the Head, the Branches to the Vine, 
C 3 and 
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and make him dwell in us, and us in him ; him one 
with us, and us withbim, as the Scripture ſpeaks. 
If any man think our Union with Chriſt to 
be merely Political ; that js, no more than you 
may conceive between King Bramble (in the 
Parable) and the reſt of the Trees his Subjefts, 
he is in a very novel and groſs miſtake : "To 
which I ſhall at preſent ns oppole the words 
of two or three found Divines of our own 
Church; Though the Holy Ghoſt doth work Faith 
and other Graces in our Souls, yet he doth not by 
theſe unite our Souls or Spirits immediately to 
hymſelf , but unto Chriſts Humane Nature , 
o the profound Do&tor Jackſon. Chriſt # as 
truly united to me, and I to him, as my arm us uni- 
ted and knit to my ſhoulder , So the Judicious 
Flooker in plain Engliſh. By the influence of his 
preſent life , Chriſt undergoes, as it were, a-ſe- 
cond Incarnation, living and. dwelling in our hearts 
by bis Grace, and reigning powerfully in our ſouls 
by Faith : Sothe Learned Chillingworth, to add 
no more ; So that upon the whole matter, the 
ſum of our Embaſſy is. this, That JESUS 
CHRIST is boththe Author and finiſher of 
our Faith ; that he hath ſolemnly promis'd to 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him, that if 
men be nor wanting to themſelves , but reſign 
their 


(23) 
their hearts to his Condu&t, nay, if they don't 
forcibly reſiſt him, and quench the holy lames 
he kindles in their Souls through his Servants 
Miniſtry, he will make them real partakers of 
the Grace of Chriſt, by working in them a firm 
Hope, fervent Love, _ Conſcience, clean 
Heart, ſober Mind, chatt Body, pious Soul, ho- 
ly Life, and firſt and laſt, a true Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe, or 
to: be reconciled to God. 

And if theſe things be ſo, I cannot but ani- 
madvert a while upon thoſe falſe 4poſtles , and 
deceitful Workers, who inſtead of building, are 
ever pecking at the Foundation of our Faith 
with their Axes and Hammers, in great Blaſphe- 
mies, and leſſer Criticiſms, to change the old /ound 
- word of Reconciliation, for new Idea's , and de- 
vices of their own, ang other mens Brains : 
That would ſupplant Chriſtian Religion wich 
Natural Theology ; and turn the Grace of God 
into a wanton Notion of Morality ; that impi- 
oufly deny both the Lord that bought them, and 
his Holy Spirit, that ſhould ſeal them to the day of 
Redemption, making Reaſon , Reaſon, Reaſon, 
their only Trinity, and ſole Standard, whereby 
eo meaſure both the Principles and Concluſions 
of Faith, that preach up Natural and Moral Re- 
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ligion, without the Grace of God, and Faith in 
Chriſt . which is at beſt, beginning at the wrong 
end, and making Superltructures without a 
Foundation : For the few cannot be ſaved by 


' the Law of Moſes, much leſs the Gentile by all 


the Works of the Law of Nature ; which unlels 
actuated by a lively Faith, are no better than 
the cutting off a Dogs neck , or the Sacrifice of a 
Fool. AT ruththat Socrates himſelf (in an an- 
cient Dialogue aſcribed to Plato) makes no ſcru- 
ple to conſent unto, when he ſays ingenuouſly 
---that no man can be Good and Virtuous by Nature, 
Art, Diſcipline, Example, or any other manner of way, 
but only by Divine Inſpiration : So far do they out- 
ſtrip a very Heathen, that teach---a good life will 
carry men to Heaven , though they be Jews, Turks, 
Antichriſtians, or never ſuch damnable Hereticks i 
point of Faith. If any ſuch as theſe be crept in 
among-us unawares, Iam ſure there is as much 
—_ of a Teſt for them (how lily ſoever they 
carry it by amuſing the world with other fears) 
as for the rankeſt Error in all the Pope's Domi- 
nions. And I beſeech you ( Brethren in our 
Lord) beware of them : Ye ſhall know them by 
their Fruits; as He himſelf foretels you: He 
does not mean the Fruits of their Lives (for 


they are thecloſeſt of all other Hhpocrites, they 
20 
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20 demurely in Sheeps cloathing too :) But the 
Fruits and Conſequents of their Doctrin , which 
are diſmal enough (one would think) ro make 
themſelves afraid, as Moſes was of his own Rod 
rurn'd into a Serpent : For they are ſuch as theſe 
—-=T hat there i no ine» thing as ſupernatural Grace, 
----That Chriſt died in vain,----T hat ye are yet in your 
f1ns,----and every man muſt be his own Saviour, or be 
# damn'd for ever. From which----Good Lord 
deliver us! and God grant, that, by the Wil- 
dom and Vigilance of the Defender of our Faith, 
and his Prelates under Him, no ſuch Forein Pot- 
ſon may be privily conveighed (through Preſs 
or Pulpit) into our Church : That thoſe black- 
mouth'd Authors bearing date fron Irenopolis, 
may receive lo timely and publick a check, as that 
we ſhall not need to fgar their growing the only 
Divines. ins Vogue: by. the nexrAge): That we 
may never {live- to {ce our - Youth trained 'up 
in the. Cracovian Catechiſm ; - never live; to 
hear our ſelves called by. any othex' New 
Name , but |that of God's' own, giving :1::Fhar 
4s the ,Diſciples were firſt called; at - Autioch , 
ſo they be laſt called Chriſtians herein Eng- 
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And now I come to the third and laſt part of 
my Text, The manner of the true Embaſſadors 
Addreſs ; | in thoſe words---.4As though God did 
befeech you by us, We pray you in Chriſt's ſtead. 

Which is;firſt, modeſt and humble : We pray 
and beſeech. Let thoſe Haughry Poliſh Envoys \ 
ſwagger themſelves and others out of their 
Creed : Let the Diſciplinarian Agents Reprobate 
all che World , bur their own private Ele : 
Let the Pope's Legates 4 Latere, Lord it over 
mens Eſtates and Conſciences ; let Them will 
and require all upon pain of Damnatien, to pur 
their necks under his feet, who in the Pride of 
his heart, writes himſelf, Servws Servorum, that 
is (inthe Vulgar Tranſlation) Lord of Loyds : 
As for us we have no ſuch Meſlage,, we have 
not jo learned Chriſt, We only pray you as men 
for 'whom Chriſt died , quit your felVes like men, 
and flie to Mercy ſpeedily, left you' tall into the 
hands'of Juſtice, - by lerting your Sx go down 
pon tht wrath of God. | You have all a merciful 


Saviour, 'who.neverdid; never will refuſe a fin- 
ccr6 Peniten#(if you will rake his own word 
for it) 'Himthat comerh whto me,” (bam) I will in 
16 wiſe, by no means caſt out. - We beleechyou 
as Chriſtians, who have not only heard there is a 

| Holy 
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Haly Ghoſt, but are baptized into the name of 
che Ecernal Trmity ; have often taſted of the hea- 
venly Gifts and Powers of the World to: come. We 
beleech you, ler the love of Chriſt conſtrain you, to 
improve the Talent put into your hand,and (ut- 
fer his Holy Spirit to blow up choſe ſparks of 
Grace ye have covered o're with athes in your 
hearts. Oletnor that Bleſled Comforter deparr 
finally from. you, for the World, as hedid = 
Saul; (for then an Evil Spiric will ſoon poſleſs, 
and vex, ang ſend you to Endoy :) Butit ye have 

lected his Grace, and fallen into ſin (as who 
can plead Not-guilty 2 Who can-tell how oft he 
offendeth f ) implore his aſſiſtance - heartily, wair 
his approach humbly , and attend his motions 
earneſtly, and he will raiſe you again to Newneſs 
of Life , he will bring you freſh Auxiliaries 

m your. glorified Saviour, and in due time 
unite you ſo firmly unto Him , that your fins 
ſhall be chargeable only upon Hm , His Merits 
put on your Accompr, and ſufhcient Virtue ſhall 
20 0ut of - Him to cleanſe you from all Unrighteou/- 


neſs. 


2. And laſtly, be their Addreſs never ſo hum- 
ble, it runs in a more than- Humane Rile, for, 
21 D 2 We 
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We pray you in Cbriſts ſtead, and however. you 
—_ off till a moxe convenient ſeaſon; Yet (as 
che voice from:Heaven- laid) hear Him, Him 
that once took the Curſe of. God upon. him for 
you; and.is ever, at his right hand interceding 
for his Bleſſings 0n you'; Hhm, to whom all pow- 
er 45 patha 1 m Heaven, and Eearth ; who 
even as Son of Man, is now Lord of. Angels, 
Lord of all. The Requeſts of Kmgs have been 
uſed to go for Commands with duritul Subjefts, 
And when the King of Kmgs prays and begs but 
one thing of you, can ye poſſibly deny Him 2 
Sure no Man can be ſo much a Monſter ; no Gen- 
tleman ſo much a Jew. We pray you 4n Chriſt's 
ftead:, WharſhallI ſay. more Yes; not onl 

the glorified Son of Man, [but God himſelf "ra 
beſeech you by us too, Wonder notthat he yoo 
ro you by men of like. paſfious with your ſelves, 
unleſs,you wonder at his ,iofiaice Mercy : For 
ye can.neither Jee nor heas Hon and bye ; one 
glimpſe (ye know) even of. Chriſt's glorious 
Body, ſtruck Saul tothe ground. blind, and halt 
dead : Speak Thou with us (laid Iſrael ro Moſes) 
and let not God ſpeak with us, leſt we die. Beſides, 
it is God's Prerogarive alone, to ſhew his.own 
Strength by the moſt weak Inſtruments. It was 


: nor 


_ (29) 


not a,man. of mean Perſon and- Preſence, 'and 
then a Priſoner at the Bar too , that made the 
{tour Felix ſhake and tremble : It was not Eljah's 
word ( a filly plain Prophet) that fell like 
Thunder: upon the great guilty Ahab , ' and 
ſtruck a Palſie into his Joynts, and forc'd 
him to his Sackcloth- and Aſhes, bur the Word of 
the Living God ; which if, as ſoft Fire , it can- 
not melt, like a ſtrong Hammer oft breaks the 
Rocky Heart in pieces. The lame God doth 
not now thunder and threaten , but pray and 
beſeech you by:us : Fear, O Heavens, and give ear, 
0 Earth, The Almighty Creator becomes (as it 
were).an humble: Peritioner to his. own Crea- 
' twre ; and toſhew he is in good earneſt, becauſe 
he could not ſwear by a greater, he hath ſworn 
by himſelf, upon his own- Life and Honour, 4s 
T live (ſaith the Lord) 1 will not- the death of a fin- 
ner : Who can deſpiſe fuch ardent Love 2 Who 
can ſpurn atſuch infinite cender Bowels > Who 
can reſiſt that ſtill ſmall voice , the ſecret, bur 

iercing and importunate whiſpers of his Ho- 
f Spirit in your hearts ; which the Tongue of 
Men and Angels cannot expreſs, no, nor all the. 
powers of Men and Devils (without your own 
conlent) render ineffeftual ? And what doth the 
D 3 Lord 
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Lord thy God thus require , nay, requeſt and be- 
feech of thee, O Man? If he had bid thee do ſome 
great thing, to cure thy natural Leproſie, would(t 
chou not have done it > How much rather then, 
when he ſaith untothee, only waſh m the blood of 
the Covenant, and be clean ? Only be reconciled; be 
hearty friends withthy God, make what returns 
thou canſt of his wonderful Love. Indeed the 
tinkling of three little Bells im a Country Steeple , 
and the Peaſants flocking to the Towns end, 'and 
crying, GOD SAVE- THE KING, adds 
not much to the Majeſty of «a Potent Monarch ; yer 
(as that great Preacher and Prelate obſerves) ir 
# all they can do ; it ſhews their honeſt love, and hear- 
ty affeſtions, and ſo founds well, and pleaſes the Royal 
ear: Much more will your merciful God accept 
the will for the deed : And let but men husband 
their proportion of Grate as well -as they can; 
let them but ſhew' their integrity of hean ; 
and earneſt deſires, and then do their faithful 
__ to ſerve, =_ and honowr Him, and 
e asks no more ; being ready to ſu all 
their defe&ts and tio? oder 4 in- 


exhauſtible Fountain of Chriſts Righteouſneſs. 
This isall that God doth arp by g' : wir 
any man will deny him this, he muſt needs con- 
6 teſs 


: (31) 

fels his Damnation is juſt ; which God forbid, and 
I have done : For we are 'Embaſſe ors for Chriſt, as 
though God the Holy Ghoſt did beſeech you by us , We 
pray you in Chriſt God the Son's ſtead , be ye re- 
conciled to God the Father. To which eternal Tri- 
nity, one God, be the eternal Kingdom, Power and 
Glory. Amen. 


| 
l 
| 
| 


